9 o
Curator’s Choice
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his Civil War

bayonet was found by
construction workers

digging between W. Patrick Street
and Court Street in the town of

Frederick, Maryland during the

Carroll Creek project. Frederick’s

status as a major crossroads put it at

the center of campaigns during the

Civil War, and saw both Union and

Confederate troops march through ot e
the city. The Monacacy battlefield

lies just outside the city’s limits.
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(Shuey 1999). It is offset, meaning it has a microcrystalline wax in order to prevent further
cylindrical socket which fits around a musket corrosion and degradation. ﬂ ]
barrel and the shank is at right angles to the [ I
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socket. The mounting slot closing bridge greatly
strengthens the socket cylinder. The bayonet also
features an L-shaped transverse and locking slot,
locking clasp, closing joint and clasp retaining

band.
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his particular bayonet was found in fairly

good condition, except that six inches of
the blade tip is broken off and missing, not
uncommon for a weapon that probably saw
considerable action. Even though every soldier
during the Civil War was issued a bayonet for his
musket, the weapon was rarely used in combat.
The improvement in rifle accuracy in the 1860s
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meant that soldiers seldom engaged one another The atluck on the lefi
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i ayonel combal between infantrymen, bayonet training attacked either from the right or left. From Kelton, New Manual

of the 1850°s and "60°s included anti-cavalry esercises. With  of the Bavonet, New York, 1861

indicate that some bayonets were altered with the
help of the company’s blacksmith to be used as
tent pegs, picket pins, candlesticks, pot hooks, References Cited
entrenching tools, pry bars and even can openers
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I n initial Inspection of the. bayonet’ 1t W?'S 1999 Socket Bayonets of the Great Powers: A Collector’s Guide. Excalibur
noted that some of the iron edges of its Publications. Tucson, AZ.

triangular blade were missing and there was some
delamination and surface pitting due to

corrosion. When first brought to the MAC Lab,

the bayonet was still encased in burial dirt.
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r Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is part of the
J / Maryland Historical Trust, an agency of the

Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore, Maryland.

Maryland Department of Planning

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.





